
PASSION SUNDAY 

(Jn 8: 46-59) 

 

[Poem, Vol. 4. pp. 577-8; Gospel, Vol. 8: pp. 66-8] 

(Jesus is speaking:) « [...] you do not believe Me and you say that I am a sinner. But among 

the many people who have approached Me, with hatred or with love, who can say that he saw 

Me commit sin? Who can say so truthfully? Where are the proofs to convince Me and those 

who believe in Me that I am a sinner? Which of the ten commandments have I infringed? Who 

can swear before the altar of God that he saw Me violate the Law and customs, the precepts, 

traditions and prayers? Who amongst all men can make Me blush, having convinced Me of 

sin with definite proofs? No one can do that. No one amongst men, no one amongst angels. 

God shouts in the hearts of men: "He is the Innocent One". You are all convinced of that, and 

you who are accusing Me are more firmly persuaded than these people who are undecided 

as to who is right, you or I. But only who belongs to God listens to the words of God. You do 

not listen to them, although they resound in your souls day and night, and you do not listen to 

them because you do not belong to God. » 

« We, who live for the Law and in the most detailed observation of the precepts, to honour the 

Most High, we do not belong to God? And You dare say that? Ah!!! » They seem to be 

suffocating with horror, as if a halter were fastened round their necks. « And we are not to say 

that You are possessed and a Samaritan? » 

« I am neither, but I honour My Father, even if you deny Him to revile Me. But your insults do 

not grieve Me. I do not seek My glory. There is One who takes care of it and judges. That is 

what I say to you who want to humiliate Me. But to those of good will I say that he who accepts 

My word, or has already accepted it, and knows how to keep it, will never die. » 

« Ah! Now we can see very clearly that the demon possessing You is speaking through Your 

lips! You said that Yourself: "He speaks like a liar". What You said is a lie, therefore it is a word 

of the demon. Abraham died and the prophets died. And You say that those who keep Your 

word will never die. So You will not die? » 

« I shall die only as Man, to rise again in the time of Grace, but I shall not die as the Word. 

The Word is Life and never dies. And he who receives the Word has Life in himself and never 

dies, but rises in God because I will resuscitate him. » 

« Blasphemer Madman! Demon! Are You greater than Abraham and the prophets, who died? 

Who do You think You are? » 

« The Beginning Who am speaking to you. » 

There is absolute pandemonium. And while it goes on, the Levite Zacharias pushes Jesus 

imperceptibly towards a corner in the court, helped by the sons of Alphaeus and by other 

people, who perhaps assist Him without even knowing what they are doing. 

When Jesus is against the wall and is protected by His most faithful ones standing in front of 

Him and the tumult calms down a little, He says in His voice which is so incisive, beautiful and 



calm also in the most troubled moments: « If I glorify Myself, My glory is of no value. Anyone 

can say of oneself what one wishes. But He Who glorifies Me is My Father, Who you say is 

your God, although He is so little yours that you do not know Him, and you have never known 

Him, neither do you want to know Him through Me, as I speak to you of Him because I know 

Him; and if I should say that I do not know Him, to appease your hatred against Me, I would 

be a liar like you who say that you know Him. I know that I must not lie for any reason 

whatsoever. The Son of man must not lie even if by telling the truth He will bring about His 

death. Because if the Son of man should lie, He would no longer be the Son of Truth and the 

Truth would reject Him from Itself. I know God, both as God and as Man. And as God and as 

Man I keep His words and comply with them. Israel, think it over! It is here that the Promise is 

fulfilled. It is accomplished in Me. Recognise Me for what I am! Abraham, your father, longed 

to see My day. He saw it, prophetically, through a grace of God, and he rejoiced. And you who 

really live it… » 

« Be quiet! You are not yet fifty years old and You are telling us that Abraham has seen You 

and You have seen him? » and their scornful laugh spreads like a wave of poison or corrosive 

acid. 

« I solemnly tell you: before Abraham was born I am. » 

 


